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respected these misgivings, or seriously enter-
tained them, we do not for a moment mean. We
mean the exact contrary. He resolved not to
entertain them ; he resolved to despise them.
He regarded them as the voices of an intellectual
tempter whom it was his business to exorcise ;
but still they were there with their disturbing
whisper, continually forcing him to exclaim,
' Get thee behind me, Satan!' There is reason
to believe that this was the case from the evidence
of certain of those who knew Clifford. But, even
were evidence of this kind wanting, the same fact
might, we think, be gathered from his writings.
In physics, in metaphysics, and in history,
underlying all his other interests, there seems to
have been a nervous, half-unconscious, and
almost instinctive watchfulness over every
alleged fact and every theory, to see whether,
directly or indirectly, it would give the least
assistance to theology ; and if it would do this,
Clifford was prepared to reject it. It is this, we
think, that accounts for the bitterness that is so
often traceable in his writings. He is still afraid
that he may have scotched the snake, not killed
it; and he is perpetually stamping on it, to
make sure that it shall not revive.